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THE SONG OF THE CLOCK,

my."!umn. " mnmn;n and hear me, 1

nd mArk what Jany,
And mark what nui:
l'or.r;;?‘n L linve hailod yon by day and hy

Te bid you do right, do vight,
Do right

Yet little you hoed iny monotonous song,
lileh warne nuninat sron,
Bioh warns agninst wrong:
Yon forvot that you have with ench mo-
ment's wwitt fligne
Luwa timo to r:ram and do right,
Do right.

From daylight to darknoss, from dnvknoss
to dnwn,

I continua to warn,

Toomtinun to wirn §
'm la“utr‘n‘a-ptooe. "tls trun, but my ohiofosy

el
l'- to id you do rlcm. do right,
Do vlgh

Ench vibhrating pules of my balng I feaught,
With serions thonge,
. With sorious thonght
Fort know that ench tick of mine heralds
the flizht
Of awoul Into darknoss—un right,
Do rignt.

What through tho heart's sorrows, nhd pna-
slons, and strife
Ul'um‘l tinrkly yvoar life,
Clond dnrkly your Ife;
Guzg l::l'a‘ndfuu)r sunwurd, whore promises
rht
Deam oalmiy for those thint do right,
Do right,

‘l'hu!nuh famoloss, 1I'm mnless, Indusirious,
rue,
And wo ahionld bhe you,
And se shiould be you;
Would yom have u bourt” cloudlons and joy-
ous nnrd bright;
“Try, Wy to 46 right, do right,
Do righe,
Then sorra met my plending, good master
und triend,
or you may dopand,
or yon muy depend
That Itl;:; duwna of triw happiness follows the
niy
OF U day of resplve to do right,

o right.
—IF. B. Beubsook, in Youth's Companion
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AN AFFAIR OF HONOR.

It Wao Settled to the Satisfaction
ol AlL

Young Yersouil had just received his
comnission ns Licuten:int in a cavalry
vegiment garnsoned atMetz.  Verseuil
was roh, handsome and ecouragcons.
Hir epnulettos, tho aword which glenmed
at hissde, and the uniform which sot
ofl his fine figure 8o admirably, thrilled
Iiim with joyful anticipation. But now
the time has urrived for him to join his
reg ment, and bt must bid favewell, per-
haps forover, to his dear, sweet Ernest-
ine; whom he lovos more than fame,
moro than life, almost motre than honor.

Ernestine resided at € halons with her
mother, Madume de Barville, their mod-
et ostablishmont being under the
chargo of one oid servant,  These two
Indies wera intoresting through their
merits, and also on account of their sit-
uation, wh eh wasunfortunate. Ernest-
e embroidercd in secret, in order to
procure for her mother those luxuries to
which sho hud formerly been necus-
tomed, and which she now found neces-

sary,

'e'ommil saw Erncstine and conld not
hulp loving one so nmiable and beauti-
tal. Ho was generally admired and
vstermed, and ﬁndnmu de Burville saw
no rensom to forbid his attontions, ca-
pecinlly as the young man was entire
mnster of his own netions and fortune,
und had fally oxplained his intentions.
Howeysor, Madame de Barville, a lndy
of prudones and delieacy, connselesd
somo dolny. My dear Verseuil,” she
said, “‘you should not, without thorough
considernsion, thus bind yourself for
life. Of veurse wo focl deeply honored
by your love for Ernestine, but, al-
though poor, I could not take ndvan-
tago of yomr inoxper ence, to assure to
my child a position whick you might
one day r t havingi given her. A
caroer of distinction lies before you,
Servo your country and your King, and
when you understind your sentiments
and find that your mind approves them,
I will not opposo a love intensified by
time."" Versonil, with the most heart-
folt omotion, assured Madame de Bar-
ville thas his allection for Ernestine
would ondure while life remained.

During his journcy to Metz he thought
conatantly of Ernestine, On his arrival
he waos welcomod with the utmost coy-
diality all the oflicers of the rogzi-
ment.  This recoption flattercd his self-
love, and his spirits, which had been de-
pressed since his parting from Krnest-
ine, recoversd somoth ng of their nat-
ural ﬁnm. In the evening he nttonded
a# wilkary banquet.  The repust was
axcellent, the winoes of the best, andthat
disregard of conventionulities prevailed
which ja always noticeable in soldiers’
gotheringa.  Soon thomirth bocame ex-
oessive.  The spirits of the guests
sparkled like the wine which flowed un-
censingly, Thoy strove to intoxicuta tho
new-comer, who thouglit himself obliged
to respond to overy tonsl.

Versonil, unaccustomerd to this riotons
kind of life, b'gan to lose his sulf-con-
trol, and cre imF wis 50 far gone s to
know nothing of what he sad or did,
Exeited by the champagne and
tho jests of his friends, his rock-
lossness soon  pussed the bounds of
propriety. Iacing him at the same
table wad an old ollicer, who, thongzh
soventy-six years of age, still held only
the position of Licutenant., This was
the Chevalier de Montlue, a worthy
man full of honor and simplicity, but
perhinps, alittle poculiar in dress and
wanner.  Throughout his fifty years of
seevice he had been adored by the
oficers of his regiment and hoad won
thie respect of all, although poverty had
always kepthim In an inferior rank.

The Chevalier do Montlue smiled in-
dulgently at the talk of the young men,
and replied plepsantly to their raillerios
#0 long us thoy remn ned within proper
bounds. The almost rustle simplicity
of his appearance struck the muddled
fancy of young Versouil, and be nd-
dressed some impertinent romnrks to this
respeciablo officor, forgelting his uﬁe.
and not {;: awnre of Lis merits.  As-
tonishod t u youth and a stranger
should socoost him with such unwur-
rantable freedom, the Chevalior do
Montlue  endbavored by o stern
look to command that res
whioh was his due, and whicl had
never beforo been demied him, HBal

or Verscnil wna no longer himself.
q’?ae countenanoe of the nged Montlue,
fur from sceming to him imposing,
steuck him a3 in tho highest dogroe
ridlonlous, He gave unreserved sway
to nll the foolish idous su ted by
chanco and champogne, snd at last

nve oxprossion to a wittiolsm  which
dalightod him at the thne, but was fated
to cosl him denr.

Soon aftor tho hour for rotiring ar-
yived and tho eom ramr dlu%wd. Ver-
souil went immaediately to and fell
into u sound sleep, like n man at the
wloso of a well-spent day, ‘The next

morning he rose enrly, but his mind
wna not so cheerful ns nsunl.  His fieat
thonghts were of his denr Ernestine,
and ho ropronohed himsolf with having,
while far from her, ']lelllﬂd . moment
to forgotfulness, He folt a presonti-
ment that he should never wea her
again, and a vague unrest, for which he
oould find no enuse, troubled and per.
ploxed him,

Hia rorvant entored and handed him a
lotter; he recognized the hand of Mad-
amao de Barville.  With what haste he
oponed the woloome nifasive! He wonld
henr of Ernestine, who, perhaps had
added a few words,  He was filled with
delight and all &nd refloctions woere bun-
ished. Phis was the letter:

Fardon mp, rn‘ donr Versoull, for having
untll now withhield from you u sorret.  You
cortainly merlt our sntivo eonilidenes, but
my elroumstnnecs hnve demanded a el
cenoe for which my henrt hns repronchoed
mo.  In belioving me the widow of & veternn
roldior you wern mistnken, My hushand
ML Hvos, nod 18 nene you In yonr roglinent,
I beg of yon, Versenil, to show every ntten-
tion to the Chevaller de Montiue, e I4 tho
biat of men, llonor nnil loy nity personitied.
He s dearer to e thnt all tho world beside,
and i a0 many reasons do not saflice to
make yon love nand respoct Wi, he s the
father of your boloved Erucatine.  This In-
rormntion nstonishes you, nnd you nak, no
donbt, why I am not known by my hoa-
band's name. It I8 an honorable nnine
which we conmiider It our duty not to honr,
sineo we nre without monns o maintnin it
proporly.  Losses without number hinve e.
prived me of the woealth whloh was my in-
hoeritnnee.  The Upevalier de Montluo I8 o
younger pon, Aind has no property.  luat he
porscssca tho lofiy pride of his race. s

uffsrs lor wy poverty, but e shnil not

fush for it In'n world where to be poor Is
almost n erime.  Soma day, perhaps befors
long, this ornel stute of tlilings muy bo
chinnged, Than wo will resuime our ninmes
and position, but mennwhile, Ernestine wnd
I mant Live In thnt seclusion betditing the un.
fortnnnte, Therefore revore nnd love Mon.
sler do Montlue as & father. Mo neods care,
for he Is old; hie Iy porhnps somowhat senul.
tive, for s Is poor. Baware, above nll things,
of dlummr hm to suspect thint von know
his wecret. Ille wonld never forgive hin
duughter or myself an loug ns hs livoad, 1
hnd not Intendid to eontlde in yon, but after
ronr departure Ernestine bogeod of me, with
onrs, the consolation of Intrusting her fath.
oF to the carv of hior beat friend

To her mothor's letter Ernestine had
added these words: **I will measure the
love of Verseuil by the care he gives to
my Inther."

It would be diffioult to describe the
impression made by this letter upon
Versenil. He blushod and was dis-
tressed while he ay yot but imperfectly
rememberad the scene of the previons
evening and scarcely understood the
rouson of his remorse.  What! this old
ofticer whom yesterdny inn fitof drunk-
ennesg he had treated with such wint of
consideration the father of Ernestine!

Gradunlly he reealled all his foolish
jests and realized how inexcusable It
was for a young person thus to ndidress
an estimable and unfortunate old man.
As he was reflecting upon the means of
repairing this injury he heard o knock
at the doorand the servant announced
the Chevelier de Montlue, At thisname,
at th's unexpected visit, Versenil was
almost  patritied with  astonishment.
He would have greotel Monsiour de
Montlue, but found no opportunity.
The chevalior seated himself without
ceremony, and sssuming a stern and
severe exproession, gazed tixedly at Ver-
seuil.  Aftor & moment of oppressive
silence De Montlue snid in u calm,
dignilied manner:

“Monsieur de Verseuil, 1 have seen
fitty years of service: 1 have fought for
my country and my King: Iam coy-
ered with honoraboe sears.  Though
fortune may never distinguish me from
the crowd, though Idic in obscuvity,
at.  lenst honor will fnecom-
pany mw  to  the portals of the
tomb. ‘This honor, Monsicur ds Ver-
souil, has served as my guide through o
long and painful life. 'Flm only wealth
which remnins to me, it is my consola-
t'on for the innumerable harvdshipa im-
posed upen me by fato. You, Mon-
sieur, at twenty years of nge, have joor-
ingly in-ulled me, rezardless of the
deferonce which is due to my greay
ha s

“Ah! Monsieur."

“Do not interrapt me! If you find
this digconrse over long I will abridge
it. You insulted me, Monsieur de Vor-
soull, and 1 have come to demund satis-
faction."

“You! Good Heavens!"

“Yes, 1," continned the old officer,
coldly. *Dd you think, sir, that you
woro attacking a weak and  defenseleas
old man? You were griatly mistaken,
Honor is never powerless. It can al-
wayd Hind means to punish insult, and
force respoct. It ean render futile all
tha advantages of which youth is ro
boastful. Tido not propose u fight with
swords; you could not desire it;
you would not wish 1o oppose your
strength and skill against & man whose
hund is trembling unil whose sight is
dimmed by nge. 1t is my privilege to
muke condit:ons and select nrms.  Weo
will throw dice, Monsienr de Verseuil,
and he who throws highoest shall blow
out the brains of tho other.''

“Blow out your brains! HBetter n
thousand times perish,”’ cried Verseuil,
beside himself, walking the floor in vio-
lent agitation.

“You need not spare me," roplied
the old man proudly: “should fule
favor mo I will not spare yon. Mon-
sieur de Versenil, good morn ng.  This
evening nt oight o'clock wo w.ll mect
upon the rampnrt; bring o friend.™

With these words the Chevalier de
Montlue departed, slamming ths door,
and leaving the unfortunate Yerscuil in
the deopest disiress,  Alns! against
whom was he about to tight? Aguinst
the man whom he ought most to yevere
und protect: against an old man;
against the father of one so dear to
him!

“No, na!" he said to himselt  #I wili
not neeopt the doel, I can not; T must
not aceept it, but then, what would my
comrados say?! What would Monsieur
de Montlue think of meP Alus, what
can I do?"

The inexperionce of Vorsenll added
still more to the dififeulty of his situn-
tion.

At first hoe  thought of secking
Monsieur de Montlue, humbly acknow |-
edging his fault, making every npology
nnd offoving any reparation except th
tatul one,  *But no,” he reflects, it is
too late, The Chevalicr do Mont!ug
hns fixed upon o combat whore neither
side hos ndvantage, sineo the declsion is
inthe hands of fate, Escusos wonld
seam to avise from fear. 1 wonld be n
coward in the eyes of my comrades.™
He shudderad at the idea,

“Well," he sald aftor a moment of
thought, *I have declded, 1 accupt the
duel with all its conditions. Heaven s
my witness that the dread of death had
no partin the ernel indocision which
tormented mo, and I swear-—"

He formed at this moment n generous
resolation which eulmoed the timult in
his soul.

But new veflections soon plunged
him into new anxlety. *““What will
Erunestine say when sho learns that hor
lover has died by the hsnd of her
father?  How she will grieve! How
eriminal showill think me! O, if she
could only know all that is passing in
my heurt, and the firm resolve I have
just formed!

Slnstond of glving tho Chevallor de
Montlue the care nnd protection which
my darling wished, 1 havo publicly out-
ri him, What misery! It LI'die 1
shall bear to the grave the scorn and

hatred of Ernestine. The thought la
insupportable,” He tormed the plan
of writing at ones to Madame de Mont.
Iue, and expla'ning the true condition
of affiva. “When 1 am dead,” he
said, “she will rend my lottar to Benests
ing; Ernestine will woop for mo and
will not dosplse me,  But why should I
inform them in advance of a sorrow
thoy will learn toosoon? Why hasten to
cnnfy despair to my darling's heart?'!

Finally he went to his writing dosk
and made o will, g'ving all his wenlth
to Madame de Montlue and Ernestine.
After sipning and soaling thin doons-
ment he Toft the house, to find, if possic
ble, gome relief from the angulsh which
overwhelmed h'm.  He walked through
tho streots of Motz, not earing whither
lin went, the more unhappy that he
hiad no friend in whom to confide his
HOKTOW,

He must find nsecond. What officcr of
the regiment will rondor him this sery.
ies?  He s o strangor, while the
Chevalior de Montlue possesses the pon-
eral rogned.  Ho songht the First Lisu-
tenant of the regimont.  “He Ix o wise
man,'' he aalil; “poerhaps he ean give
o kome adviee,”

Tho First Lientenant recsived him in
i cold and roserved manner.  Yerseuil
commoenced the conversat on by saying:
“you geo in me, Monsieur, the most un-
happy of men. I have atthe very outsot
of my service In the rogiment
incurred the bad opinion nF all.
Yestorday T forgot myself 50 far ns to
treat with unpardonable distespoct the
oldest of the oMeors. I have fatled to
show the consideration due to his age
and his excellence,  To-duy I fully un-
dirstand my fault, and would give my
last drop of blood in reparation."

He then spoke ot his interview with
the Chievalier de Montlue, and the duol
which was to take plaee, and added: 1
had not before scen the Chevalier de
Montlue, and did not know that he was,
of all mon, the one to whom I most
owed honor and deference, and now
that L know it, Linust bo helilup to ridi
cule or must die by his hand."

“There is no alternative,’ said the
First Licutonant.  *You have insnlted
the Chevalier de Montlue. He rogue«ts,
he demands reparation; nothing less—
excuses would not satisfy him; and you
would be lowerad in our c¢stimation.
With ug, Monsicur, apologies are only
allowed to men who have proved them-
selves courngeous.  Morever, Tw 1l not
concenl from you, that if yon refuse the
duel yon must leave the regiment, and
if you kill the Chevalier do Montlue,
whom we all love as u father, then also
you must leave the regment."

“What,'" eried Versenil, have von no
other advice to offer me? 1 came to
Metz filled with the brightest hopus, -1
thought that I could win the regard of
my comrades. T knew tnat 1 merited
their esteein and  friendsh'p, and now,
from the firvst day Lom forsnken—an
cuteast! It bloold wonld satisly you:™
he went on in s sort of fury: “If I had
to fight, Mons our, against yon, ngainst
the bravest officar in tho regiment.
against yvou all, yvou would seo if I
lncked cournre; but the Chevalior de
Montlue!” He ended in a torrent of
Lears.

The First Licutenant, who unt!l then
had appesred nnmoved, was deeply
tonched by the situntion and gricef of
this nteresting young man. He knew
him to be brave, and understood that
fonr of death wns not the cause of his
distress and tears.  Hoe took the hand
of Yersenil and said to nimg

“Monsieur de Verseuil, yoi have won
my sympathy and may rely npon my
friondship. Twill try to arrange this
nnfortunute atfuir, but I oan not assare
you of the success of my endeavors. The
Chevalier do Montloe is the bet of
men, but he isextremely sensitive where
hig honor is involved.  His nge rendors
him all the mors exact'ne on this point.
“I'he older I um,' he is necastomuld 1o
say, ‘the more L shonld be respeeted.'
Gio to your room. Monsiour de Verszenil,
and sock to recover your trunquility, I
will soon rejoin you,"

The First Lieutonant aid not lose n
moment. He went to the Colonel’s
quartors and fonna all the officers to-
gether.  After some active debating it
was agreed that young Verseuil owed
full reparation to the estimuble Cheva-
lier de Montlue, and that he should
make public apology for the ill-timed
jest whieh hm{ offended the brave of-
ficer.  They then summoned the Cheyv-
alier de Montlue. ‘The Colonel, as
spokesmun for the entire rogiment, rep-
resentod to the chevalior the youth and
inexperience of Verseuil, the drunken
condition into which his comrades had
beguiled him, the remorse of the young
man. whoe ||:rumizw:l to make umends
by irrepronchnble conduet in the future,
and finally tho hardness of the terms
imposed-—u duel where ong of the two
must per sh for an unimportant offense,
simply a youthiul imprudence. The
Colonel ended by begeing the Chevalier
de Montlue, in the name of the regi-
ment, to condescend to aceopt Vir-
seuil's apology, und not exact so erucl
un_atonement for s0 slight an injury.

Mousior de Montlue listened impass-
ively Lo this speech, and roplied ealmly,

“Colonel, if 1 were rich and young I
could pardon him, but I am oldl and
poor, and, therefore, more than others
1 target for insult from those who enn
boust of youth and fortune, 1 have for
the protection of my name only my
cournge and my honor, and [ will main-
tain them while one dropof nlood ows
in oy veins,  The youth of Monsicur
de Verseuil is no excuse. 11 he were of
my agu 1 would not exact from him o
respect which he would not owae me,
His inoxpervience hins need of a lesson,
and that which T will give him may
prove of some value if he does not die
to-tduy the vietim of his own temerity.
As to the duel which I have proposed, 1
neknowledge the conditions (o bo  se-
vere, but could I find any more gontle,
nnd at the same thue as just?  They are
tho only oncs where tho woapons bo-
come ggual in the trombling hands  of
agoe and the finn grasp of youth. Be-
sile, what is in question, Monsionr le
Colonel? The death of Monsieur de
Versoull or mysell. I I preserve my
honor 1 count for lttle the 1its of
man, and [ eonnt my own for nothing.
Therofore, gentlemen, do not urge ne
to neeopt the apology  of Monsiour de
Versend; hunor dovs not perit it
Chauce will this evening dec.ade which
of us musy porish.'' 4

At this assertion h[ll(lkl'.ll steadily and
without the slightest Indication of ex-
cltement, tho  ofiiecrs  lost hope of
softening the soverlty of Monsicnr de
Montlue,

The disappointed Lioutenantroturned
to Vorseull, who awaitod him in great
ngitation. Verseuil saw from tho ox-
pression of his friond that the old man
sorsisted in his fatal vesolution, **I see,

fonsiour,'" he sald, “that no arrange-
ment can be made, "

“No, my young friend,” replied the
Lieutanunt; “you must prepave to sutis-
fy the chovalior. 1 rogrot it, for us I
suld before, If you kill him you will be
obliged to leave the regiment."

“We will soe about that," said Vor-
soull, *Hut listen s moment, Mon-
sieur; you ave un honoruble wan and I
believe L ean, with confidence, tell you

n socrol, the more Imporinnt that it Ia
not my own. The wifo and danghter
of the Chevalior de Montlno live at Chins
lons in the deopest vetiroment, under
the assumod names of Madame and
Mndomolsollo de Barville. 1 Jove the
voung KErnostine tfﬂ?mrﬂlﬂh‘. and
sho roturns my affection.  Madame
do Montlue approves of our mutual
love, l'lrnnxtl[nu at  the end of
this campaign, I which I had hoped to
harvest some laurels, wonld have re-
celveld my name and fortune in grant-
ing me her hund, Monslour do Mont-
luc Is ignorant of my love and my thn.
und by u steange fatality he will, per-

haps, destroy this evoning the man who

had hoped to call him father. Yon neey |
understand, Monsiour, the causw of my |
rorrow, nnd the tenrs you have scon me

shed, Should chanes pronounce my

denth warrant, what would be the

despair of Ernestine?  Whit would she

think of her lovor killed in o duel by

her father? 1 bog of you, Monsienr,

write to her for my sake wnen I have

consed to live, nnd explain the detalls of

this catustrophe. Above all. porteay

me ns more unfortunate than guilty,

:\ud Il'u.' sure to sny that I died loving

er.

With these words, drawing from his
Borom the will which guve all hiswealth
to Madame and Madamoeiselle de Mont-
due, he placed it in the hands of the
Lioutennnt a8 o soered chargoe. The
First Licutonant pressad Verseuil to

hig  henrt and promised to fullill
his lnst request, when  sud-
denly  the clock  struck  eight,

It was time for the fatal moeting.  Ver-
souil heard it ealmly: he relicd on the
promise of tho Lieutenant.  Ernestine
woulid know all. Mor over, the thonght
that his death would insure to her nll the
nonelits hitherto denied by fate, the
thought that in dying he would enrich
hier a4 he would have envichied her had
he lived, did not full to afford him some
comfort.

He soon arrived with his new friend
at the appointed place. All the oflicers
of the regiment were alrendy thore and
had made renewed but vain attempts to
alter the decision of Montlue. o the
arguments of his comrades the old sol-
dier had but one reply:  **Honor de-
mands it."" At the appenrance of Ver-
seuil, impressive silenca reigned amon
the speetutors.  All eyes woere directe
roward the young mun, whose counte-
nanee, fnll of swootness and dig nity,
proclaimed o noble spivit, and whose
firm beacing showed o heart fres from
all fear. l-'\'l'l'~'l-l1il went up to the
Chovalier de Montlue und saild to him,
smiling: “Monsicur le Chevalior, this
is my first attempt at the game of
chanee. !

“You may not find it altogether
amusing,” repled the Chovalier, feily.
“We nre playing for Jnege stakes

The two =econds loadwl the pistols,
The chevalier's second held the dice-
box; he was to make the first teinl, and
the one of the prineipals who elaimed
the highest point should blow out the
brains of his ndversary.

The chevalior's second shook the dice
tor n long time before giving them their
fotal Hborty, but f(inally they escaped
and rolled upon the rampart.  The two
saconds and all the ofticers hastened to
spe what po nt the chevalier had thrown.
It was the numbar ton, Al eyes were
bent in deep sadness upon young Ver-
soatil, who appenred unmoved, althongh
thore were ten ¢hanees against two that
he must die,  The First Lientennnt,
Versuil's second, took the box and dico
with a trombling hand: he shook the
dice with an almost convulsive move-
ment, aud Jot them anddenly eseape
from their prison.  All look with trepi-
dation; they havdly brenthe; Verseuil
has niso thrown the number ten,  They
must again solicit chance, who seems
unwilling to pronounee upon the fate of
two beings equally  intevesting, one
through his age and character, the other
through his porsonal advantages and
youthful promise.

Just at tha moment when De Mont-
Ine’s second took up the dice to renow
the termble game, a letter was brought
to the chevalior, He glanced at the ad-
dres=s and deop emotion wis depicted on
his countenance. It was the writing of
his wfe. He askod Yerseuil's permis-
slon to road this letter from one so dear.
When he had finished he returned to
Vorscuil and said quictly: I am ready;
let us make another trinl,™

Monsicur de Montlue’s second took
the dice and shook them thoronghly;
they rolled on the sand and showed the
number seven. The uncertainty was
renew; all wished to stop so long and
harrowing contest, but it was too Inte.
Verseuil's second took the dice in his
turn, and threw the number nine,

At this decision all hearts were thrilled
with deep horror. Verseuil's second
placed o londul pistol in his hand, and
the old Chevalier do Montlue appronched
his adversary and sa'd calmly:  **Mon-
siour da Versenil, make use of your
privilegs. !

“Yos," cried Versenil, flinging his
pistol over the rampart, ' Yes, Monsieur
de Montlue, I will ‘make use of them.
Come, gentlomen, come, you who were
witnesses of the involuntary indignity
which L offered to this respectabls gen-
tlemun at a time when 1 was deaf to the
voice of reason, be also w Inesses of the
completo  reparation  which justies,
honor, nnd all the sentiments of my
heart oblige mo to render him! Mon-
sionr de Montlue,” he said, addressing
the old man, *“the victory which I owe
to chance gives mo the right to confoss
to yon my fanlt. I ackoowled; s it
hu m!:ly. and implore you to pardon

1.

The old oflicer conlil not vesist thoe
appeal,  His eyes filled with tears, and
in a transport he could not contral, he
threw himself in the arms of Voerseail,
who eried: “O my father!™ '

This exelnmat on was followed by o
moemaent of silence, then Versenil ndded,
in tones enrnest and compassionute;
*Yes, yvon will allow me to eall you by
that demr and saeved name; you do not
know, Monsieur de Montlue, what
ties bind me to  you; they can
not bo broken save with thoss that
attach ma to 1 fe. You have at Chalons
n doughter—ah! do not blush; it is
with pride that you should hear the
name of Ernestine. You shonld be es-
peeially proud of the title of husband
and father. May it bo permitted the
tendorest aflection to repulr the wrongs
of fortune townrd our ul;unr Ernestine?
1 love her, wo love each other. 1 um
froe and have the disposal of my estate.
Crown our mutual aftection,

All the officers were deeply moved by
this unexpected scene; they crowdeil
avound the aged De Montlue, who
seomed to be rellocting apon Verseunil's
offor. At lust the brave and venerable
soldier, taking Verseuil’s band, said to
hiw: *Monsicur de Versoull, yonr con-
duot hns beon that of u generous and
henorable young man. cun  undor-
stand now what your position must
have boen. Love forbade your taking
my life, and the seren'ty with which
you cameo to the rendeavous proved
that you would have nobly suoriticed
yourself, I yoprouch myself for all you
must have sutlersd, but lonor com-
manded It thus. However, I ean but
vecognize such deleipoy and  groatness
of sout

“A few daysago T wonld not have
glven you my daughter, I was poot,
nnd this pardon, which 1 now grant
with all my heart, would perhaps have
seomed  interested, but now, thank
Henven, my pos'tion s changed. A$
the moment when we hazarded our
ohances for life, you snw me receive
lettor over which I grew pale and
tronbled, That letter was from my wife
who hns just arrived here with my
danghter Ernestine.

“IHeavond, Ernestine!"

My older brother,"” continned Mon-
glour de Montlue, “my  older brother,
who has over tronted me with Im:l’mmtl
indifference, hns Pnsl died childless, and
I nm his heiv, My daaghter, thercfore,
is rich. Tor thisrenson, Monsienr de
Verseuil, 1 do not hesitate to give her
to you. Otherwisc Krnestine could
never have been yours, Honor would
not have peemitted it But lot us hast-
en to embrace those so dear to us'’
Mons'eur de Montlue then took Ver-
seuil's arm, enlling him son, and they
woent togother to join Madamoe and
Madomoiselle de Montlue.

After the fivst expressions of paternal
affection De Montlue related to his wife
and daughter the story of the dnel, at
which rocital they shuddered with ter-
ror,  Yerseuil depicted in his turn the
agitntion of his soul, and they wept in
sympathy. Some time after, the rogi-
ment of Versenil wasealled to Germuny.
Thete the young man eovered himsclf
with glory, and when the enmpnign was
over he marr 'ed Ernestine, ']‘Imir hap-
piness continued ns long as their virtues
endurod, that s while thoy lived, and
tho awectest pence blessod and adorned
aunion solemnized, as it were, on the bat-
tle field. - - Translated fron: the French, in
Albuny Journal.
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ODD DECORATIONS.

Strange Things In n Wilmington (Del.)
Uematery for Colored Yeople.

An obsoure path, searcely detected in
the rank grass, leads to one of the
burying grounds for colored people ot
Wilmington, N. €. XNever wore guth-
ered stranger tokens of affection or of
superstition in a resting ylace for the
dead.  One grave that recently attract-
e the attention of a visitor was that of
an old man of nincty. 1n the center of
the mound was partly buried the bus
of a huge doll. There was a little mar-
ble headstone, from which dangled the
risted frame of a child's toy wire cra
dle. At the busa of the stone wns a
puir of toy flatirons, while st the font
of the grave were o pair of andirons
and u cast-iron kettle and  stnek in the
ground a huge cnrving knife,

At one side was a child's grave. Set
in the middle of the mound above this
was o large bowl, and o few plates wore
aeattered about, with hero and  there
cup and saucer.  There were also upon
this grave a sugar dish and some
knives mnd forks: Another gruve was
provided with two large pitciors, a
tureen, some sinnller pieced of crockery
und a kerosene lamp, with chimney and
shade and wick and oil, in readiness for
lighting. Another mound had a soup
tureen, a collection of knives and
forks, a small hatchet, a pan for frying
hoeeake, a gridiron, two teapots and o
lump.  Another had a still larger as-
sortment of plates, cups and raucers,
and two huge platters, It wnas rimmed
with clam shells, and in lamps it was
particularly rich, hay ' ng arow of threa.
On the next grave o set of tablo easters
wis the most prominent object. The
grave of n Baptist minister, which was
orumented with a fine headstone, was
supplicd with a moustache drinking
cup.  On another giave were u couple
of palls and some toy figures of horses,
cows nnd goats, while another was com-
Fivu'ly hiddon from sight under a col-

cotion that defied deseription.

Scattercd  all about  the burying
ground were lamps of all sizes, with
mateh safes handy,  Vases were plenty,
and there were a few pluster of Pars
busts. On one grave an alarm clock
was the most conspicuous object, and
on another o pair of large flatirons. On
nlmost every prave were bottles com-
taining medicine. —N, ¥ Sun.

HOW TO READ.

Advisabllity of Writing » Short Abstragt
After the Perusnl of u Work.

Nobody can be sure that he has got
clear ideus on a subject unless he has
tried to put them down ona plece of
paper in independent words of his own.
It is an excellent plan, too, when you
have read a good hook, to sit down und
write a short abstract of what you c¢an
remember of it. It is still a better plan,
if yon can make up your mind to a
sl ght extra labor, to do what Lord Staf-
ford and Gibbon and Daniel Webster
did.  After glancing over the title, sub
ject or design of n book, these cminent
men would take n pen and write reugh-
ly what guestions they expected to find
anawered in it, what difficulties solved,
what kind of information imported.
Such prictioes keep us from roading
with the cye only, gliding vaguely over
the page, and they help us to place our
new acquisitions in relation to what we
knew before. It Is nlmost always worth
while to read n thng twice over, to
miuke sure that nothing has been missed
or dropped on the way, or wrongly
conceived or interpreted. And f the
subject be serious, it is often wall to Lt
an interval elapse. Ideas, relations,
statements of fact are not to be taken
by storm. We have to steep them in
the mind, in the hope of thus extract
ing thelr Inmost essence and signifi-
cance. If one lets an interval poass,
and then returns, it is surprising how
¢loar and ripe that hus become which,
when wa left it, scemed crude, obscure
and full of perplexity.

All this tukes trouble, no doubt; but,
then, it will not do to deal with ideus
thit we find in hooks or elsewhere, as o
cortain bivd does with its ozgs —lenves
them in the snnd for the sun to hateh
and chaneo torenr.  People who follow
this plun possess nothing better than
iteas bl hintehed and convietions ronred
by nee dent.  They arve like o man who
should pace up and down  the world in
tha delusion thuthe is elud in snmptuons
vobes of purple and  velvet, when, in
truth, he'is only half covered by the
rags and tattors of other people’s enst.
oft eluthes, —Jolw Maoricy,

e ey ——

A Cheerful Hack-Driver,

An invalid from Boston enme to Flor-
it for his health, Ho was confined to
his bed at Hest, but roon  reaovered suf-
liciently to tuke n ride in o hired hnek.
The haok-driver was very polite and ut-
tentive, and when he holped the inyvalid
out on their rotuirn to the hotul, the lat-
ter said;

*Liom very much obliged. T think I
shall require your sorvicos agunin pretty
soon,**

*You bet yon will, I drive the onl
hearse in this town,'—Drake’s .'l‘rurJ

"4 Mayasine.

CAN'T BE BELIEVED.

Mr, Blalne's Late Statement Negarding
Civil-8arvies HReform  Appllied 1o the
Test of s Publie Record and Kanown
Character,
1t was hoped that Mre, Blaine wonld

be permitted to retire to the refloctive

shados of his Augnsta home, after ro-
ducing the Republican plurality In

Ponnsylvania from 81,000 to 45,000,

without being ealled on to deny any

of the reports of his stump oratory,

Every precaution, ho now tells us, was

taken to make these reports conform not

to what liesndd but what he wished pub-
lished that he hadsaid, and yetone re-
port ot abiroad that has enlled for a de-
ninl from the champion denier of the
vountry. His speeches wore nccurately
roported, he tells us, for the Philudel-
phin Press by skilled stenographers,

wnd yet o speoch of his at Hunt-
ll'lﬂ“lll. Pa., His beei  so “*per-
vorted™ that ho has been  aceused

aof “ropudiating the Civil-Servieo  re-
form with n sneer’ 1t is unfortunate
for Mr. Blaine that the public is used
1o his deninls, and takes them for just
what they are worth—*springes to
ecateh woodeocks,”  Sines his eele-
Wrated deninl of April 24 1876, of any
interest in certain ralway projects, ex-
copt o8 us un investing purchaser,
wid  proved false in the faee  of
Congroass und of the world by lis own
letters, no person or pohitician has ever
accepted as trine any denial by My,
Blaine in any thing in which he hnd
an interest.  People may admive him
and politieal munngers may worship
him, but no one places any dependenee
on his word or digsingenuonsness,  His
poputintion for veracity has been shat-
tered into too many fragmoents to he
patehwd into o water-holding vessel
again,

In regard to the matter of his pros-
ent deninl, he is entitled to the widest
circulntion of his deelared conversion
1o the prineiple of Civil-Service re-
form. 1tis so adraitly put that we re-
peat his words It is seareely necos-
sary to say.”’ he writes, “that T have
never repudiated reform in the eivil
sorviee, nor abnted my intorest there-
in." When it is recalled that M
Blaine, as Spenker of the House of
tepresentatives, appointeid the com-
mittee on the subject which toma-
hawked the reform and executed the
historieal war-dance over its corpse,
the teoe inwardoess of his use of the
word repudinte™ may De poreeived.
He never had any part in the reform
to repudiate,  He never took any fu-
voring interest in it to abate. From
the day he appeared in Washington as
i lobhyist for the Spencer rifle mann-
facturers to the present time, the whole
tenor of his utternnees and  proetices
have been inimienl 1o the  reform.
His politieal Jife and moethods have
heen one =oeer at ity and to-day no-
body would  believe him  were he

to say, with Henvy Cabot Lodge:
“1  approve the  prineiple  that
emplovment in those oflives

in the eivil servieo the duties of which
wre administeative and not political
should be open on equal terms to
uvery citizen without rogard to party.
If eleeted, I should favor the speedy
extension of the present reformed  sys-
tem to il oflices and emuplovments  of
the Governmont to which it js applien-
ble, and 1 favor the repeal of the laws
which vaeate o lurge number of non-
political ollices every four years, and
the substitution therefor of o tenure
during good behavior,™

Even if Me. Bluine were to make
such a declaration as this the people
would not believe he meant it, and
wlitieinns would exchango winks with
Mp., Bline bebind the people’s  back.
All his prattle ahont aping English
civil-serviee methods is demagogy, for
Mr. Bluine is too able & man not to
know that the part of wise statesman-
ship is to take leaves from the experi-
enee of every nation and  people now
strnggling with the problem  of gov-
ernment or that ever sank beneath the
welght of false leaders and sellish
statesmen.  1is dea of Ameriean Civ-
il-Serviee reform s embraced in the
Jacksonian maxim: * To the victors
belong the spoits.”— Chicago News.

S — —

A Conclusive Explanation, %

Northern Ropublicans who wonder
that their party hus so little strength
wmong the whites of the cotton States
would find o suflicient explanation if
they should contrast the condition of
these States  under Democeratie rule
with the situation when the carpet-
buggers were in power.  Take Ala-
bama, for nstanee. When the Spen-
cer gang controlled  the State thers
were constant collisions between the
races, the finanees were domoralized,
the school system was in a wretched
plight, and the aspeet of affuirs was so
discouraging that many good eitizens
were rémoving 1o other States, Now
harmonions  relations  exist between
whites and blacks, the cost of covern-
ment has boen lessened, the tax rute
has been reduced, and retnrning pros-
perity not only has arrested the exodus
of eatizens, but has begun toattract im-
migrants from other States and coun-
trics,  Best of all, the school system
has heen greatly hmproved, anid Goy-
ernor O' Neal wos able to say in his re-
cent messuge to the Legisiature that
“no other State approprintes so large
1 lu'o]lnriiull of its taxes to publie
sthiools, aud inno other s the school
fund so cconomically handled ar so
nourly all paid to those who enen itin the
sehoul-room,'" The Governor also save
the assuranco thut “us ]‘irll‘qh‘l'h\' wrives
them ability, the peonie will inereuse
the resources of the school system and
its nsefulness, N, ¥, fost.
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What_He Would Do,

Lf the appeals of the Plumed Koight
to the war prejudices of the people
menn any thing they mean that if the
Republican  party can et baek into
power with him ab It hoad an attempt
will b maide to control the Southern
States from Washington, as was the
case during the Administeation of Gen-
oral Grant.  As aresult of that polley
the Sonth beeamoe solid,  Business de-
pression wus  everywhoere noticeabls
aml the mujority of the poople were
hpoverishod, Neither  whites  nor
blicks mado any progress, and nearly
all of the formor slave States were
given ovor to turmoil and disnster,

What infatuntion i<iv that indueos o
man who wishos to stand well with the
puaple to styelve o tiee them baek to
the old reglme of blood, dospair snd
rim?  From  the standpoint of the
Novthern Ropublicun nothing conld be
o shovkssightod than the i't'lldullﬂull
of o poliey which would have no other
rosult than that which made it ab-
hoveod by every boady excepl the cons
selencoloss adventurars who protited hy
thoir conntey's sorvows and shig, -—
Chivaga Herald,

- -

o A Blyine paper says: * The
Amerviean voter thinks," He doos, He
thinks Jim Blaing is no man for the
Preasidoncy, —Chigugo Lius,

———

CLEVELAND AND FRIENDS.

Absurdity of the Clhinrges aof Dissansions
In the OMeinl Pamily.

When ecrtain eritios of the Adminis-
tration are short of otheér ammunition
for their guns, they fall back upon the
oft-repented chnrges of unpleasantness
in the relations between the President
and the members of his Cabinet. How
absurd most of the stories of this char-
acter are when confronted with the
facts!  And none i@ more absurd than
the one which I8 often repoated, that
the President is o sort of petty despot
who hus changod the official relation
of Cabinot officers from the old one of
advisers to that of clerks in charge.
though not in control, of the several
depurtments.

‘he writers who are continually
putting aflont assortions of this char-
neter know very well that they can not
b denied e eathedrn,  The President
and the several members of his Cab-
inev alone ean with o knowledgo of
the foets dispute such assertions, but
for the President, or any member of
his official family, to enter into n de-
ninl of such allogations would be in-
compatible with the dignity of the
offices they hold,  Fortunately, how-
ever, the common sonse of the Amer-
iean public can be reached, even though
direct deninls from the interested por-
sons can not by had. The logic of
fucts in this asin other matters is in-
disputable,

What are the fuets as to My, Cleve-
land and  his Cubinet that are known
or muy be learned by every ong?  Mr.
Clevelund eame into oftice as President
without practical oxperience of National
Adminiztration. He selected ns his Cab-
inctoflicorsthree men oflongexperionce
in national nffuirs s Representatives
and Senntors in Congress; three whose
services in the higher line of political
organization had made their names
household words in their party, and
the seventh a jurist of ungnestioned
ability and respeetability.  This Cab-
itet, thus selected, he has held intaet
for nearly two years, longer than any
President sinee Van Buren, exceph
Presidents Fillmore and Pierce, who
did not change their Cahinets at all.
and Buchanan, whose Cabinet lasted
throe years without a elinnge in its per-
somnel. Hareimon ehaneed the mem-
bership of his Cabinet in the first yenr
of hig administration,  Polk in the fivsn
year reorganized his, Lincoln changed
his Speretarics of War in the first yenr
after his eleotion.  Grant chanvod his
Secretary of State and of the Interior
within a month, and Hayves within two
years changed his Seerctaries of War
and of the Interior, his Postmnster-
General amd kis Attornoy-General.

In spite of assaults upon almost
every member of his Cabinet, which
huve  boeen elinracterized by malice,
mendacity amd  violenee, Mr. Cloyve-
Inndd’s oflicial fumily in the twenty-first
month of its establishment remains the
same ns it was when he gathered it
about him on March 4, 1585,

In view of these facts alone, ean any
thinking person credit the assertion
that there have bren servious differences
in Mr. Clevelimd’s Cabinet or that he
has treated his Cabinet officers with
disrespect? s it eredible thut Seere-
tary Buyard, with his soventeen years
of experienca of pubilic tife, wonld sub-
mit to be trestad 68 a mere executive
elork by o man who was n novice in
Nationul affairs when he had attained
to the degree of master? That Mr.
Lamar, o representative statesman of
the Sooth, who was a  national
legislator  ere Mr. Cleveland  had
enst his  fiest vots, would  permit
himself  to i thus  slighted?
That Mr. Mauning, Mr. Cloveland's
friend and eounsellor bufore the Presi-
deney had dawned upon his wildest
ambition: his guiding spirit in later
days and the manager of his cam-
puign for election to the oflice of
Chief Magistrate, would brook such
trestment now?  Ench of these three
has had exeellent  opportunities  to
withdraw from the Cabinet, without
tronble, had they wished it, and yeL

they remained beside their chief.
Surely, the common sense of the
Amervican  people will  assome  that

these moen did remain beennse they
desired to assist that ehief in adminis-
tering the laws of the land, not as ox-

ecutive clerks, but as advisers and
connsellors.  And so with all the
others,

And in like manner with recard to
the stories of discord and disagree-
ment within the Ciabinet. The stand-
ing of the gentlomen who eompose it,
and the fact that they show no disposi-
tion to retire from it, ought to bo suf-
ticient proof that there is no founda-
tion for statements which diseredit
their high character, and which go un-
contradicted by them, for the sole rea-
son that the dignity of the office they
hold does not permit of their stooping
to resent  suech  imputations.—A, Y.
tiraphic.
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CAPTURED FACTS.

~—In 18%4 the Hepublican Presi-
dentinl tickot lncked just ten votes of
olear majority in the old Bay State. In
1888 it will Tuek 10,000 votes of nota
majority, but a plarality. The next
Presidential vote of Massachusotts will
be east for a Democrat.  Two years
henee New Hampshive, Massachusetts
und Connecticut certainly, and Mauine
under certudn conditions, may  be
found in the Democratic column.
Gaod, faithful, upited work will ae-
complish this glovious result. —Boston
o,

Grover Cleveland is one of the
strongrest men intellectually and in all
that goes to muke up the gennine
statpsman that hus occupied the Presi-
dential ehair sinee the doays of Wash-
ington, and heis deily growing in in-
tellectnal girth, in fur-seeing wisdom,
and in the aflection of the thoughtful
and law-loving people of the land, bot
e Dis arvived st his present eminence
not simply by his attantion to the Civ-
il-Service low, but by hiz brond and
statesman=like action on all guestions
of public poliey with which he has been
called upon to deal —Selme (Ala.)
Thnes,

==~Tho difficulty which Mr. Blaine
lins in opening his mouth without—
well, without being inwcenrate, scems
to be constitutionul in its orvigin, 1f it
wers not, expervienee of the tronble it
s eansid him would put him on  his
guned,  Hiy mind seems to b thor-
oughly sensational, and the rosuly is
that he finds it impossible to talk with
rostraint ov modoration.  Every phrase
must be more or less explosive. This
blundering of his abont the English
civilsservieo, which is putting so muny
of his supporters to shame, s n good
ilustiation of this weakness,  The
trith i5 that his intellectunl ontiit is
Just gool onongh for the editorship of
@ eonuntry newspiuper, but his energy
andd pmbition and entertaining social
qualition have oareled him ont of his
sphives, snd given him o conspicneus-
ness in which his deficlenvies become
piinfully evident und keep him in peps
petual hot water,—AN, Y, tost




